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One moment in time and space it have dawned on us, that there is MERCY, eternal GRACE given by God through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ.

We TRUST that fact totally.

Why?

Because we have FAITH in that fact, in that experience.

How?

“ But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive  with Christ, even when we were dead in transgressions - It is by grace you have been saved. And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with Him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of His grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith – and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God – not by works, so that no one can boast.His grace  ” (Eph.2:4-9).
What a wonderful text, what a great promise, what a challenging and hopeful truth. And those are not merely nice wishes, NO, they are FACTS.

Now, interesting is, that the moment we trust Gods’ mercy, He starts to pour out faith in our hearts, so that faith can grow and will increase.
This has a connection with the character of God and our worship
God, the great I AM, is SPIRIT

“Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. God is spirit and his worshipers must worship him in spirit and in truth” (John 4:23,24)

Later on the Bible explains, that God, being The Spirit, is giving us not just faith as a spiritual gift, we receive a complete toolbox with 9 spiritual gifts, you find those mentioned in 1 Corinthians 12:4-11. Unfortunately some churches have misused these texts to develop a very arrogant attitude, boasting that a real Christian should perform these gifts and saying that persons not performing these gifts are not true Christians… How sad, as the texts following warns us to walk in love (1 Cor 13) and not in condemnation…
So how do we know Gods Spirit works in us?

Well, this is clearly explained that this can only be testified based on the FRUIT.

And growing fruit takes time

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such things is no law. Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires. Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. Let us not become conceited, provoking and envying each other” (Gal.5:22-25)

So let’s the toolbox bring forth these signs, these fruits. We desperately need these fruits to grow in our lives. As they stand opposite to the acts of  a sinful nature: “The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions and envy; drunkenness, orgies and the like”(Gal.5:19,20).
So, walking with Jesus should bring forward the following fruits (signs), that is what you do and show with your attitude:

-A spirit of love

-A spirit of joy

-A spirit of peace

-A spirit of peace

​-A spirit of patience

-A spirit of kindness

-A spirit of goodness

-A spirit of faithfulness

-A spirit of gentleness

-A spirit of selfcontrol

You can replace in the above list the word spirit by the word acts…

Later on Paul writes to the young Timothy:

“For God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit of power of love and self-discipline” (2 Tim.1:7)
So the 10 fruits of the Spirit in our lives does not make us to powerless people, but to act in life’s situations with the above attitudes, THAT MAKES US POWERFUL.
So, it sounds may be strange, but attitude is all. (and that is WHAT and HOW you do).
But there is more.

God gives us as well a Spirit of compassion:

“Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Praise be to God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort., who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we have received from God” (2 Cor.1:2-4)

To do acts of compassion, to comfort (in as many ways as possible) are the good works, God wants us to do, as you will read in Eph.2:10:

“For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do”

This verse shows as well very clear that Gods has an unique plan for you and with your life.

This sounds all may be theoretical. But the first Christians put this all in practice. Their attitude and acts were so TOTALLY different from the make up of society that first century. Society was very selfish, no social welfare, no help from any government or townhall. Greed was king. Ambition was king….. Corruption was Lord. And suddenly individuals, regularly coming together as a group forming a NEW community with different rules, here they took care for the sick, for the widows, for the orphans, for the poor, for…. So in the book of Acts (9:2; 22:4; 18:25,26; 19:9,23; 24:14,22) you will read, that those first believers were called followers of ‘the way’. And that way was the attitude and acts inspired by the Spirit of the living God.
So lets wake up, starting walking with Jesus, walking as Jesus, doing as Jesus, showing His Spirit, acting His Spirit… and Gods peace & grace will be upon our, your life.

Like the open ending of the book of Acts, this study and theme has open endings:
-when you understand all of this, what are you going to do?

-How are you going to work that out?

-Have you been such a sweet spirit for the life of others?

-Did somebody act out to you that sweet spirit, were you blessed, have you thanked that person, were you thankful to God.

-What is the status of the fruits of the Spirit in your life?

